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I. By Federal Law under the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring a service animal have generally complete and unfettered access to facilities with the service animal in attendance. “Generally” is a qualifier. 

a. The service animal by law is defined as exclusively a dog. NO other animal may be claimed or used in the capacity of a service animal. Period.

b. Service animals are not allowed, except in very few and strict exceptions, in laboratories that handle recombinant DNA, BSL2 facilities.

c. The UL Chemistry teaching Biochemistry lab has a BSL2 hood. If any BSL2 materials or samples are within the hood, service animals may not (most likely) be admitted to that lab.

d. Service animals are specially trained, and obedient. They are not pets. Students in a lab with a service animal must be advised to not approach or pet the animal. They generally wear a special harness unit which the animal is trained to realize, that in wearing it, it is “on duty”.

e. Often, the student requiring a service animal in a course (such as a lab) will have a special mat that the service animal knows to remain thereon during the period of time the student is in the class. A spot should be found with the advice of the instructor for location of such a mat, that it will not present an obstruction to other students’ movement in the lab, and also is within  unobstructed eye-sight between the student requiring the service animal and the service animal. If the student of the service animal does not have a mat, locate the animal in an area that is most likely free of chemical debris or potential glass debris, but also in direct line-of-sight to the owner-student. This may require specifically assigning a lab bench position to the student that may break the alphabetical assignment that you may otherwise do.

f. Safety by law always trumps service animal presence in the lab. If a given case is deemed to entail significant safety issues that cannot be resolved within the facilities features, etc., then err on the side of safety of the students as a whole, the student with the service animal and the animal.

g. The UL Office of Students with Disabilities should provide the usual form notification to faculty of the course in which a service animal may be employed by a student.

h. Any and all difficulties in accommodating a student with a service animal should be directed to the UL Office of Students with Disabilities and the chemistry Department Head.

i. CONFLICT: Some people are terrified of dogs or allergic to dogs. In the event that there is a student with a service animal and such a dog-terrified, or allergic student also is enrolled in the same course, one of them will need to be moved to another section. For 115, 233, 234, 319 etc. labs, this may not be easy to arrange. But each has a right to the course and not be confronted with a fear or medical issue in force while in attendance.

i1. In the event of a conflict with a service dog in a course with a student who is afraid of or allergic to dogs, which ever student has an alternate section of the course free of any scheduled class at that alternate time, will need to schedule that alternate time course section.

i2. In the event that both students affected by the service animal presence in the class have no other time frame free for an alternate section of the course, then one of the students will need to postpone the course until the following semester. A graduating student or chemistry major has priority to the course section for the current semester. In the event that one student is a graduating student and the other is a chemistry major, the graduating student has priority for attendance in the current semester.

i3. The student that postpones attendance, will have priority admittance to any desired section of the course meeting in the following semester from which attendance was postponed. This will be noted to the Department secretary for necessary notation on each course section waiting-list sign-up pending for the following semester of postponement. Any standing vacancy in a course below filling the course, will be automatically filled by this student, and in priority to any other waiting list student signed-up.
j. The attached ACS Guidelines of teaching lab courses to students with disabilities addresses students that are blind (completely, legally, etc.). Refer to it for any provisions or conditions that may be required for such students. However, a blind student in the lab is at and under much greater risk of injury and hazard from chemical accidents than a sighted student, and consultation with such a student, the Department Head and the Director of the UL Office of Students with Disabilities is advisable pursuant to admitting a blind student with or without a service animal to the lab course. In the case of a service animal, such is covered under the word “dog” and one can search the text for its occurrence and applicable passages.

Another reference is the Oregon Health and Science University Handbook, also attached which can offer specifics as to how and what they have implemented in their institution.

k. Some institutions have required the use of safety equipment for the service animal  in the lab. This has included protective foot booties, and safety glasses for the animal. Such materials are available though not particularly easy to locate even on the web, much less within Lafayette. If such is deemed necessary for the service animal (i.e. if the animal must be at the side of the student at the bench), the student may need assistance from the faculty member in locating vendors that offer such safety devices for dogs. As with safety gear required of students, it is the financial responsibility of the student to bear the costs of such devices for a service animal.
